I have laid my camera down to rest these days - mostly to process the deeply moving and dynamic images of the Balkans that remain with me - but also because I find a great comfort in seeing the familiar again without the need to 'capture' it forever.  But I wish to share a bit of the 'eye candy' my birth country has - and so will share with you some of the few images I captured of late.

sending love and warm wishes to all

Alpha

Easter Sunday.  Needed my wellies to take this shot.  I am situated on the 'dike' in Richmond - a municipality built on delta land surrounded by this singular dike (a walking and bike path) that follows the marshlands where blackbirds and many other species of bird frolic about during the ebb tide - and which protects the burgeoning skyscrapers and apartment blocks from tide surges and storms.  This is looking at the south arm and the international airport across the water.  From here the river empties into the Juan de Fuca Strait.  Across the water is the bush plane section of the airport.  Most of the float planes service the gulf islands and the remote northern sections of the province.

Looking toward Vancouver beyond the airport. The snow-capped coast mountains are awesome, but are curtained by the clouds.

The building of a controversial (what isnt these days) ice arena for the 2010 olympics. (I live so close!)  An overwhelming majority of citizens feel it was placed in the wrong area for future accessibility.  However, it promises to be an interesting building with a pagoda style roof that fits with the mostly asian community of Richmond.

While waiting for the ferry which would take me to Victoria to see my friend Alison in early March, I was enthralled by this typical westcoast mystical scene.  It is amazing how a major industrial area can be transformed into something rather spiritual looking with just different lighting ... something many recent fantasy movies have used to great affect.  This is a major shipping port of call adjacent to the ferry terminal which is also built on reclaimed land.

Royal Roads University - again I was amazed to find a structure that appeared to reflect the architecture of those I had seen in the UK.  It was built a long time ago - but mere seconds compared to the stoney history of England and Scotland.  This small, beautiful campus sits facing the pacific ocean and is 30 minutes north of Victoria.  It was once the estate of a wealthy, industrious family.

I thought you should see some of the forest the west coast is famous for... this is NOT rain forest, but close enough.  Rain forest has a very high and impenetrable canopy that creates creepy dark shadows and mossy undergrowth - very difficult to take pictures if you are not sophisticated enough.  As it is I had to lighten this on my computer after the fact.  

Where are the mountains you ask?  The ones that British Columbia - is known for? ... I will save that for next time... ;-)  Suffice it to say that from downtown Vancouver we can see the towering snow-capped peaks of the "Lions" in all their glory on beautiful sunny days - which are not too often in the winter. 
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